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A STRIDE TOWARDS

DEMOCRACY

India being the world's
largest democracy - people get
the choice of choosing their
leaders. COEP also believes in
making the future stakeholders
of India prepared to make such
an important decision by
keeping the process for the
posts of Gymkhana secretary
and Gathering secretary as
democratic as possible .

Come election season in
college campus the
candidates are declared
campaigning starts in full
swing sides are decided after
seeing the profiles (sometimes
the best of friends are on two
sides ) , ballots are made and
this was exactly how the
student elections in college for
the year 2016 rolled in .

This year the college
administration took a huge step
towards empowering women .
From this year onwards the
post of Gathering secretary
and gymkhana secretary will
be alternately reserved for
women only . This year the
post of gathering secretary was
for women candidates only,
next year the same will be for
gymkhana secretary and so on

Ritesh Pande and
Shubham Patil stood for
Gymkhana secretary whereas
Prajita Raje and Ruchika
Ambatkar for the post of]
Gathering secretary . The
candidates presented their
achievements and campaigned
for 3 days to get the voters on
their sides .

Finally the day of the
elections came and thanks to
team RSC who made the EVM
machines for elections, the
voting process was carried out
smoothly. The full process of
voting was electrical which
saved a lot of time , energy and
resources.
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The Genesis of a Legacy

Initiated in Late 2008 by a group of students, COEP's first Student Satellite “SWAYAM?” proved to

be a success after becoming the 4th student satellite from India to be launched.
he Satellite was launched by ISRO on June 22, 2016 along with Cartosat-2C by Polar Satellite Launch
ehicle C-34 from the second launch pad at Satish Dhawan Space Center(SHAR), Sriharikota, India. The

satellite is to be placed in low earth orbit (LEO) around the Earth ata height of 515 km.
With a total weight of 1 kg and the volume restricted to around 1000 cc, the cube shaped satellite

demands an innovative approach at every design phase, from screening of components in order to fit the
stringent mass budget, to the selection of suitable electronic devices which honor the mere 2 W of power
produced by the solar panels. With this in mind, the team has devised an ingenious passive stabilization
system which employs a pair of hysteresis rods and a magnet to stabilize the satellite thus eliminating the
need to use bulky and power hungry magnetorquers. This Passive Attitude Control System of SWAYAM is
the first of its kind in India. The satellite houses a payload capable of half duplex communication over the
HAM frequency band which enables it to receive, store and transmit messages from one corner of the globe
to the other. The team has also established a functional Ground Station and tracked many amateur radio

satellites.
After the successful launch of satellite in June, the students of the satellite team were felicitated by

Hon'ble PM Mr. Narendra Modi, Hon'ble CM Mr. Devendra Fadnavis & Hon'ble Maharashtra Education
Minister Vinod Tawde. “With “SWAYAM” in space, the students and faculty members, who burnt the
midnight oil to make this happen, have added another feather in the college's cap. I congratulate the
students for their astounding feat”, Mr. Tawde said. He also said that the Higher and Technical Education

Department will provide Rs. 50 lakhs for COEP's next satellite project.
As per the Team CSAT, ISRO has approved a second satellite, which will be powered by solar energy and

three times the size of “SWAYAM”.
We Heartily Congratulate team CSAT and Wish them best for the future endeavors!

Antarish Deshpande
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The results of the
elections were declared the
same day and Shubham Patil
became the gymkhana
secretary whereas Ruchika
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Ambatkar the Gathering
secretary .

With these elections the
first step for the real world
general elections has being
taken by many of us. So next
time be ready to exert your
right as voters who can make a
difference in this country by
giving a vote to the
deserving!!!

Manswinee R. Thakur
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MindSpark'16 is just around the corner in its tenth edition
with an aim to incorporate 'Green Engineering' through its theme 'A
Green Expedition'.While the previous year witnessed a footfall of
around 15,000, this year it is expected to be grander with a green
touch.

MindSpark took off with its inauguration on the 8" of
August. The inaugural ceremony included an introduction to the
organizing team and the theme. The main tech-fest is scheduled to
take place over a spread of 3 days-23", 24"and 25" of September on
the college campus. Preceding that, various interesting workshops
and side events under MindSpark will take place in and outside the
campus in the approaching weeks. Workshops in various cities for
the benefit of engineering students all over the state have been
arranged as aspecial initiative this year.

MindSpark'16 has 51 events in all. Owing to its green theme,
this year's flagship event '"The Green Spectrum' focuses on
engineering solutions to minimalize carbon footprint. The event
provides an opportunity to students from all branches to rope in
their ideas and provide sustainable solutions to reduce carbon
footprint. Two exciting events, Hackathon and Assemblix have
been introduced newly this year. Hackathon is a 24-hour event that
challenges coders, developers and designers to create an
innovative application as a solution to the given problem statement.
The interesting factor is that the event will go on for 24 hours on the
campus! Assemblix is a unique jigsaw puzzle that will test the
participants' ability to understand a machine drawing and assemble
various machine components to make a machine part. All events
and the corresponding problem statements of MindSpark will
feature a common thread of sustainable engineering solutions to
industrial problems with a view towards environment preservation.

With an array of exciting and challenging events,
MindSpark'l16 will also play host to a number of eminent
personalities. Like every year, this year will also feature a keynote
lecture series. In addition to that, this year, COEPians will get a
chance to interact with experts from the land of the rising sun.
Quoting Gargya Gokhale, Technical secretary for
MindSpark'16,”We are hosting a Japanese Education fest wherein
experts from 4 universities of Japan will be here on the
campus”.This is an additional silver lining to the extravagance. Let
us look forward to COEP's most coveted national-level technical
event while working towards and hoping for a greener future in the
near horizons!

Ashni Kankate

e ]

ON
LoNG

VACATION

Monika Satote

I




The second Mini-DebConf of the year was hosted at Academic
Complex of College of Engineering, Pune on 30" and 31" July, 2016. The
first one took place in Mumbai in January, 2016.
COEP has had a history of good FOSS contributors and the recent
conference has added to its legacy. COEP has also hosted a Mini-
DebConf a while back in 2010 and this year, Mini-DebConf India
returns.

DebConf is the annual Debian conference which is held in
different countries every year.

Mini-DebConfs are local meetings organized by Debian project
members, to achieve similar objectives to those of the DebConf, but on a
regional context.

Mini-DebConf grants an opportunity to any user who wants to
experience the magic of Free and Open Source Software (FOSS). One
can meet the veterans of FOSS development, develop professional
connections for future reference, talk with contributors, present in front
of a grand audience and most importantly, grasp the essence of FOSS
development.

Praveen A was the inaugural speaker of the conference. He is one
of 9 Debian Developers from India and a Free Software consultant. He
presented a speech on Packaging in Debian. There were also many well
versed speakers of the industry who talked about the technical aspects of
the Computer- IT field. A fellow participant of the workshops said that it
was very beneficial and informative.

Gariel Langstieh
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