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150 YEARS AND COUNTING!

- Manswinenee Thakur

The main building of College of Engineering Pune (CoEP), an institute which is one of the pillars that gave Pune its
sobriquet ‘Oxford of the East’, completed 150 years on August 5 this year.

The Victorian-Gothic structure was designed by WS Howard and the foundation stone laid by the then governor Sir
Bartle Frere on August 5, 1865. The main building with its sixty-foot tower and stylized garden is the centerpiece of our
campus and one of the architectural landmarks of Pune city. The building is listed as a Grade | heritage structure, while
the entire campus is listed as a heritage precinct.

To mark this occasion the building was decorated with flowers and lights. Ahuge collage canvas prepared by students
depicting the various facets of college was put up in the Central Hall along with charts displaying the history of the
structure. There were many alluring paintings along with facts about the building on display. Students, faculty and
dignitaries all walked through the giant doors with a feeling of pride at being part of this legacy.

The Main Building was restored, renovated and inaugurated by Shri Sharad Chandra Pawar, Former Union Cabinet
Minister, Agriculture and Food Processing Industries on 24th March 2012.

Several known and unknown have contributed in establishing the name, fame and glory of our institution and it was an
occasion toremember all.

As someone rightly said "old places have souls", so does our main building, which is the heart of our institution. Let’s
doour partto keep this legacy of 150 years and counting - alive.

CoEP bags third in Purushottam Karandak

-Gariel Langstieh

Puroshottam Karandak is one of the most coveted events of Natak (drama) in Maharashtra. It is a huge acting
platform for aspiring actors from all over the state. Its 51* edition was held this year in Bharat Natya Mandir, Pune.

Hard work finally paid off for the members of the College Cultural Team as they bagged the Third Prize in the event.
The Karandak for the Third position is called the 'Sanjeev Karandak'. The final round was held on 6th September. The
theme of their play was of a thriller-drama genre about a ward boy accused of murder in a hospital.

Saquib Shaikh, the Cultural Team Secretary was awarded the First Prize for Acting, bagging the 'Nirmal Paritoshik'
while Harshvardhan Bilgaye got the consolation prize for Direction.

The team's preparation started about three months prior to the event. They had already started stretches in the
college's Main Auditorium a month before the event. Hard work and dedication were the main factors that made it all
possible, working from morning till night, ateam member said. The team took pride in managing every step of the way,
including the synchronization of dialogues, music and lights without any professional help.

As put by another member," (Karandak) ... is a passion and a craving for the Cultural Team. It drives us crazy."

This is quite an achievement for them, being unsuccessful in the previous two years in reaching the second
round. This is, hence their first podium finish since 2012.

The team also won third prize in Dance in the reputed Malhar Festival held by St. Xavier's College, Mumbai
which concluded on 17th August.
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Sadbhavana Diwas Celebrated At CoEP

“India is an old country, but a young nation; and like the
young everywhere, we are impatient. | am young and |
too have a dream. | dream of an India - strong,
independent, and self-reliant, and in the forefront of the
front ranks of the nations of the world in the service of
mankind”. These enthusiastic and inspiring words were
quoted by the late Prime Minister of India, Shri Rajiv
Gandhi. To honor this optimistic vision for our country,
Sadbhavana Diwas is observed nationwide every year
on his birthday, 20" of August. This occasion was

spiritedly celebrated at College Of Engineering, Pune.

A ceremony was organized by the institute for taking the
‘Sadbhavana Diwas Pledge’. It was administered by the
Program Coordinator, Dr. P.R. Dhamangaokar and a few
student representatives. It was held near the Main
Heritage Building. The ceremony began at 11 AM.
Students, faculty and staff members had gathered to
take the “Sadbhavna Diwas Pledge”.

-Devyani Rajgure

Literally, the word Sadbhavna means ‘good will’.
This pledge is taken, to bring amongst the citizens,
a feeling of national oneness. It promotes
communal harmony i.e. brings about a sentiment of
national integrity between religions. Citizens pledge
to resolve their differences through discourse

without resorting to violence.

A country with diversity as much as ours, unity
plays a significant role in its development. People
are bound to have differences in views and beliefs.
But we must learn to accept these differences and
respect each other to strengthen our unity,
consequently leading our country to the front ranks
of the nations, as the late Prime Minister
envisioned.
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-Dhananjay Shimpi
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